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Ah! Nothing Will Grow There..!
It’s been over seven years since 

the well in my colony was dug. I 
remember the contractor telling 
me that the ground was all rock, 
“Just dig!” I’d told him, and his men 
did. At ten feet, the rock became a 
harder variety, but I had urged them 
on. Today that same well which was 
� nally dug at just twenty feet has 
supplied millions of liters of water 
and is going strong, despite a harsh 
summer approaching.

A group of seminarians decided 
to plant a small vegetable garden 
outside their hostel. It would 
consist of tomatoes, squash and 
cucumbers and the only � nancial 
investment required was for them 
to get a wheelbarrow, a pickax and 
a spade. � e place didn't allow much 
space for a garden, but they were 
determined that a small, sunny area 
of the stone-covered dirt parking lot 
could work well.   

However, permission would be 
needed and they feared that getting 
their superior's okay might be no 

easy task.
� e three seminarians explained 

their idea to him. "You're wasting 
your time. Nothing will grow there," 
he said, but he allowed them to go 
ahead if that was what they wanted 
to do.

Reluctant permission is still 
permission and the three young men 
began work. First they put stones 
around and outlined the garden. 
� en they slammed their pickax into 
hard dirt, turning clumps of earth 
upside down. What they discovered 
just a few inches beneath the surface 
brought smiles to their faces: Dark, 
composted, fertile soil, likely the 
result of a former refuse area. Still 
grinning broadly, all three looked at 
one another and said in unison, "Ah, 
nothing will grow there!"

� e garden, though small, turned 
out to be spectacular. In fact, 
tomatoes grew so vigorously they 
� nally topped o�  at seven feet tall!

Nothing will grow there indeed!
Don't believe the words "nothing 

will grow there." Especially when 
assessing your own life. As long 
as you are alive you can grow and 
change. You don't have to stay the 
way you are. Almost anything you 
desire can grow within you.

What do you need? Courage 
for a difficult task? Hope and 
optimism in your despair? Strength 
or persistence? Faith in something 
greater than yourself? Rekindled 
trust in other people?

What is it you need? Deeper 
understanding? A greater capacity 
for love? Inner peace or joy? Don't 
believe that nothing will grow 
there. When you assess your own 
life, consider it with more than the 
eye of a gardener. Underneath the 
surface lies rich, fertile soil laid by 
One above, waiting to nurture the 
seeds you sow. Even more than you 
can imagine will grow there if given 
a chance..!
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New Delhi, Mar 31: 
Pac eman  Kag i s o 

Rabada defended 10 runs 
in the Super Over to 
steer Delhi Capitals to 
a thrilling victory over 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
after the  home side made 
heavy weather of a run 
chase here Saturday. 
Chasing 186 to win, 

Delhi Capitals were set 
up nicely by Prithvi  
Shaw’s 99 off 55 balls 
but they could not score 
six runs from the last  
over, bowled by chinaman 
Kuldeep Yadav, who held 
his nerves to give KKR 
a  chance to steal a win. 
The Capitals ended 

their run chase at 185 
for 6 in 20 overs, taking 
the match to Super Over. 
T h e  h o m e  s i d e   

managed just 10 runs in 
the Super Over bowled by  
paceman Krishna Prasidh 
but Rabada executed 
yorkers perfectly to deny  
KKR. 
He removed dangerous 

Andre Russell with a 
perfectly placed yorker  
and did not allow other 
batsmen, including captain 

Rabada delivers Super Over 
win for Delhi against KKR

Mohali, Mar. 31:
K  L Rahul played the 

role of a sheet anchor 
to perfection as Kings 
XI  Punjab returned to 
winning ways with a 
comfortable eight-wicket 
victory  over Mumbai In-
dians in an IPL encounter 
here Saturday. 
The talented Rahul   

was unbeaten on 71 
off 57 balls with KXIP  
reaching the 177-run tar-
get in only 18.4 overs. 
This was KXIP’s second  
win in three games while 
MI lost their second 
game. 
The India international 

hit six fours and a six 
but what stood out was 
the manner in which he 
paced his innings. 
He played second fid-

dle to perfection till the 
dashing Chris Gayle  and 
the flamboyant Mayank 
Agarwal were at the 
crease but upped the ante  
when it was required. 

Rahul powers Kings XI Punjab to 
eight-wicket win over Mumbai Indians

The yorker from Rabada that felled Russell in the Super Over.

Dinesh Karthik, to  free 
their arms. 
KKR needed five off 

the final ball but managed 
just one. 
Shaw missed out on his 

century by just one run 
but steered Delhi Capitals 
to the doorsteps of a                                   
win. 
Jamaican Russell had 

endured a beamer blow 
but still produced a  
blistering knock of 62 
runs from 28 balls to lift 
KKR to a fighting 185  

for eight from 64 for five 
at one stage after being 
put into bat. 
Shaw paced his innings 

superbly. He initially was 
happy rotating  the strike 
but did not miss when he 
had the chance to open 
his arms. 
The 19-year-old from 

Mumbai packed a lot of 
power in his pull shots  
and also drove elegantly. 
He hit 12 fours and three 
sixes in his  55-ball knock 
which pushed the home 

KL Rahul scored an unbeaten 71 off 57 balls

The 15th over bowled 
by Hardik Pandya swung 
the match decisively in 
KXIP’s favour with 19 
runs coming off it. 
Once the pressure was 

off, Rahul hit the ever-
dependable Jasprit Bum-
rah for successive fours to 
literally close the match. 
Gayle (40, 24 balls) 

batted in a manner only 
he can as he cleared  his 
front leg and hit those 
towering sixes before 
Pandya brothers joined  
hands to send him back 
to the dug-out after an 

opening stand of 53. 
Gayle failed to get 

required elevation off 
a Krunal delivery and  
Hardik caught him in the 
deep. Rahul was barely 
into double figures when  
Gayle got out. 
The next partnership 

was equally interesting as 
Agarwal (43, 21  balls) 
was in great nick during 
the 64 runs that he added 
with his close  buddy 
Rahul in only 6.1 overs. 
Pandya brothers had a 

dismal day with the ball 
as Krunal gave away 43 

runs in his four overs and 
Hardik 39 runs in three 
overs. 
While he was a disap-

pointment with the ball, 
Hardik once again  pro-
vided the final flourish 
after yet another middle-
order collapse as  Mumbai 
Indians managed 176 for 
7 after being put into bat. 
Quinton de Kock with a 

39-ball-60 created a plat-
form which the  middle-
order unfortunately didn’t 
make full use of before 
Hardik  smashed 31 off 
19 balls to enable MI get 
past 175-run mark. 
While De Kock hit six 

boundaries and two sixes 
in his innings, Pandya hit 
three boundaries and a six 
off Mohammed Shami. 
Skipper Rohit Sharma 

also looked good dur-
ing his brief stay at the  
crease, scoring 32 off 18 
balls with five fours. He 
added 51 for the  opening 
stand with De Kock. 

side to the doorsteps of 
a win. 
He was caught in the 

penultimate over, edging 
one off Lockei Ferguson 
while going for a big 
shot. 
Shaw shared a 89-run 

stand with his skipper 
Shreyas Iyer (43 off 32). 
The Capitals made it 

tough for themselves 
in the last over with  
Rishabh Pant and others 
failing to take the side 
past the finish line. 

New Delhi, Mar 31:
Former  champion Kid-

ambi Srikanth reached ti-
tle round after a 17-month 
drought  but P V Sindhu 
bowed out after losing a 
close semifinal contest at 
the  USD 350,000 India 
Open here Saturday. 
Olympic silver medallist 

Sindhu, who had won 

the event in 2017,  blew 
four game points in the 
opening game to go down 
fighting 21-23, 18-21 to 
China’s He Bingjiao. 
The third seed will 

face two-time champion 
Ratchanok Inthanon of 
Thailand in the finals 
Sunday. 
“I think I need to be 

Srikanth enters final, 
Sindhu crashes out at India Open

more patient, I should 
have taken the first  set, 
it was crucial for me but 
after losing it, I became 
a bit nervous. I  made 
crucial mistakes in the 
second game,” Sindhu 
said. 
Srikanth had entered 

the finals of  Common-
wealth Games last year 
but he failed to reach 
the summit clash in  any 
BWF Superseries or BWF 
World Tour tournament 
since his French Open  
win in October, 2017. 
The 26-year-old from 

Guntur on Saturday 
eked out a 14-21, 21-

16 , 21-19 triumph over 
China’s Huang Yuxiang 
in an engrossing semi-
final  encounter.  He will 
face second seed Viktor 
Axelsen, who beat India’s 
Parupalli Kashyap 21-11, 
21-17 in the final. 
“It’s been really long 

since I reached a final. 
I’m just happy to be here, 
playing the final again,” 
Srikanth said.  “I was 
trailing in the decided and 
I am happy to pull it off. 
I’m  happy to come back 
in the second. It was 
about keeping the shuttle 
in.  The crowd kept me 
going in.” 

Oil and Natural Gas  Limited (ONGC) has won the team championship of the XXIII PSPB Inter - Unit Kabaddi 
Tournament organised by Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited (CPCL) in Chennai, G.Aravindan,  Director 
(Operations), CPCL, distributed the trophy to the winners at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. K.Ramesh,General 
Manager (Admn), K.Mahendran, Chief  Manager (Trg & GA) D.Jayagopal, Secretary, CPRC were present 
at the valedictory function.


